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Interviewer: Cindy Petry 
Interviewee: Mr. Effingham 
Mr. Effingham: 39, 1939 They were into Poland. 
Leading up to the war, of course, the Italians conquered Ethiopia. And then we had the Spanish 
Civil War which was backed by both Germany and Italy, and Russia backed the lawless troops in 
Spain. Franco, who was the fascist leader, finally won the war. He was the dictator of Spain for 
many, many years after that; Franco was. Of course, Germany was re-arming which went against 
the Versailles Treaty, but there was no one to stop him, you know. Chamberlain and the French 
Premier went to Munich to try to appease Hitler and gave him Czechoslovakia, actually. Then 
Hitler marched into Austria, and then that led up to the start of World War II in 1939, when the 
Germans went into Poland 
Cindy: I spent my summer this summer in Slovakia. 
__ M_!. ~ ffingham: Oh, did you? __ 
Cindy: Part of where Czechoslovakia split. I was there for eight weeks 
Mr. Effingham: When it was Czechoslovakia, you had the different nationalities in there. They 
were strictly national. They did hold them together as kmg as they could. Anyhow, it was quite a 
good little country, and it had some of the best arms in the world made there by that Skoda-
Skoda Company. 
Cindy: Yeah, they make cars now, the same company. 
Mr. Effingham: And that was one that hurt when Chamberlain gave it to him, Czechoslovakia 
to Hitler. And that's all coming up to the start there in September 1939. And actually World War 
II started when he crossed the Polish border and went into Poland. France and England were ill-
prepared for war. Well, like us. The United States was not prepared really. Roosevelt. In this 
country, we had a strong, very strong force of isolationists, and President Roosevelt did a lot of 
the re-arming of France and Britain on his own. Like the things that he did, part of them weren' t 
let out too much. He did things to help Britain all he could, even before we got into the war. And, 
he---??? -to movies-and he'd watch. Well; the first, of-course; theJtaliirns~-aud, oh, they'd have the 
tanks-they looked so strong, you know armed, and Mussolini up there strutting around in the 
newsreels, you know. Then they'd have Hitler and showing his air force and Stuka dive bombers. 
It was something to watch, really 
Cindy: I can imagine. 
Mr. Effingham: Because we hadn't prepared too much, you know what I mean. Then, of course, 
in December, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, and that was our entry into the war. Then 
Germany declared war on us after that. I mean, the day, the Sunday, it was on Sunday here, when 
/ 
they bombed Pearl Harbor, my wife and I went down to the Keith-Albee to see a motion picture, 
and we came out that evening in the rain on a Sunday here, and we came out that evening, and 
the extras were on the street. You know, papers-they were selling extra papers that they had 
bombed Pearl Harbor. From then on, you know, this thing just kept??. That day, that Sunday, 
what happened I didn't think too much on it. I knew it was going to cost, but how much nobody 
knew. And we were just coming out of a big depression here, and right about that time, I was 
doing a good job. You know, that was on my mind. So, things started to pick up a good bit 
because we were supplying a lot of things to England, helping her. And in August or September 
1940 I won a trip to the New York World's Fair, the World of Progress World's Fair in New 
York. I won a trip-I was passing papers then, and twenty of us boys got to go from different 
parts of town. We got up there, and the Queen Mary was up there docked, and the Queen 
Elizabeth wasn't finished yet-they were finishing it, and the French Normandy was up there-all 
in New York Harbor. I did a lot of sailing on the ocean on that one trip. We left here and went on 
the George Washington over to Virginia at Norfolk and took a ship up the coastline to New York 
City- up and back. It was a beautiful trip we won. 
Then, as the war went on, Roosevelt named what they were going to do-we're going to make so 
many tanks, so many airplanes-it seemed completely out of-they had no idea they could do that. 
They quit making cars; all the automotive factories went into war production and everything, and 
rationing-was-put-in-and-everything~ -HeTeach-etl-the goaJs-h-esaid-he wasg otng to~ n:e was qujtea ·---- -
leader. FDR was-he came on the radio then. He had his fireside chats, you know, and tell the 
people what was going on and all. And, then we. Of course, in the Pacific, we sent troops to 
Australia first. And then we started taking back some of the conquests the Japanese had with-
what was the name of that island that I was on first? 
Cindy: When it started? Was it Guadalcanal? 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, that's it. That was our first conquest. It was a bloody one. I mean, it was 
bad because they had taken all the islands and fortified and had airfields on them and they were 
well prepared to defend them. We had a hard fight out there. Then, I got a job at Owens as a 
machinist-to be a machinist. We were doing war work down there, making castings, finishing, 
semi-finishing castings for the air force, and I got to deferred two times on that, working on what 
they called war work. And, then, in 1943, I got a notice that I was to report to the, report to the 
(what did they call that where they did the physical and everything) I can't find the right word-
I'll reach out and get it (laughter). Anyhow, where you take your physical and all, and I was 
classified as I-A That meant that I was ready-there wasn't anything to keep me out then. So then 
I went to Ft. Thomas across from Cincinnati,_ a_nd jh!'tt w~~ the staJ:foning area where we went in 
first and-then they would defer you to different ports and training areas all around. So from there 
I went to Ft. Knox and took my training, and I took winter training. They had us out in the winter 
there in what they called the infiltration course in all this old Kentucky mud, crawling under 
barbed wire and all, but we were ready to go to war then. And, so anyhow, we trained there for 
so many months, and our-they have what they call an advance party that leaves your company 
and goes out to a de-embarkation area like Ft. Meade, Maryland, or somewhere like that, you 
know, where then we were going to Europe. And so we kept waiting and training and waiting-I 
came home several times, you know, while we were waiting--hitchhiking from Ft. Knox up to 
Louisville. So one day they called us all down to the general area where our general was, and he 
/ 
came out and made the announcement that we were to turn in all of our heavy winter equipment, 
and we would be given equipment for the Pacific. And they gave us mosquito netting so we 
knew we weren't going to Europe. And, anyhow, then we took a troop train from Ft. Knox to Ft. 
Lackland, Washington, and we stayed there a while. We still did, like getting a bombed ship, 
coming down a rope ladder-we did a lot of that at Ft. Lackland. Then, one day, we were called in 
and told that we were ready to take a ship. So, we went into, by trucks, big trucks-they hauled us 
into the Port of Seattle, and there was our-there was an APA. That's a naval ship, but we were 
using it. AP A stands for Attack-P, what did the P stand for?-last A was Assault. The Navy used 
it-it was a little smaller than a destroyer, but they were using it for troops, to haul them to the 
Pacific. That's what we sailed on-went through Hawaii just for a short, very short, period of 
time. Then up to (undistinguishable) and then on up to the Marianas, which was Tinian, Saipan, 
Guam-and that's where I stayed. The islands were taken, and then we stayed on the islands that 
we had taken until-what was going on-they were planning the invasion of Japan, you know. And 
ones ofus that were in the Marianas-Saipan and Guam-we were in one prong, and then they had 
different ones from the Philippines that would go in and so forth, you know. And, they were 
building hospitals down on the islands. There would usually be heavy casualties, and they were 
constructing Seabees and hospitals-I remember those. And, anyhow, we were-our barracks were 
right up on a hilltop overlooking what they called North Field, a B-29 airfield, and that's where 
the B-29's would take off of an evening around 6:00 and make a round trip and get back about 
--~6;00 -in--the--morning, -bombing-Japan:--'fhat--'-s -when- they -were-fire bombing-and all-:-Also;--of--
course, they had taken Iwo Jima-they used that as an airfield. Then, they had taken Okinawa, 
and they were both huge-I wasn't in the battle-our losses were very heavy. We knew that if we 
went into Japan they would fight to the death. They even did on the island. 
Cindy: You were talking about Okinawa. 
Mr. Effingham: Okinawa-we knew there at Okinawa that life was expendable-that's the way 
they fought over there. If they died, they died for their Emperor, and then they would be in you 
know. 
Cindy: Yeah. 
Mr. Effingham: They would go to glory, and they fought to the death. So, we would be going to 
the mess hall in the morning, and about the time, they'd be coming back-- the B-29's from Japan, 
and they were still losing a lot of B-29's from fighter attacks and manned aircraft, even in Japan. 
But what they did in the summer of 45-in the spring or early summer-this B-29 came in-flew 
in, and they kept it away from the others. And the guy had been eating in the same mess hall, a_l)._g_ 
alrof them were talking about him, the pilots and all, you know, about why. And each day they 
would go up, be up and fly. Well, what it was-they were taking simulated flights like so to 
Kyoto, Japan, or Tokyo or Hiroshima or Nagasaki-practicing and making bomb runs and all. Of 
course, we didn't' know-- nobody knew what they were doing. And, then one day, we were 
going down--looked down at the harbor there on Tinian and this beautiful ship, the Indianapolis, 
was there in the harbor. Well, after it's over, we found out it had brought the trigger. Now, the 
bomb-the plane flew it over from Hawaii to Tinian, but they was afraid to put the two together. 
You know, they were really unsure of that bomb. So the Indianapolis, the cruiser Indianapolis, 
brought the trigger over, and it sit there for so many days in the harbor. And, it left there and was 
never heard of again, but when the war was over, they found out that it had gone west towards 
the Philippines, heading towards the Philippines, and a Jap sub had hit it. It hit right in the 
message center, and they could get no messages off There was a few survivors-after the war, we 
found out what had happened. So, anyhow, the Enola Gay, Colonel Tibbits, come the morning 
they were to take off-they took off that morning early about 7:00, I think it was-something like 
that. And, we just thought it was another run, you know, training, but that was the morning they 
headed for Hiroshima. That's when they dropped the bomb, and people here in the United States 
knew more--sooner than we did what had happened. We didn't know until the old general called 
us down to his area there and told us what had taken place, you know. And he said I want to tell 
that we were very fotiunate that if something had happened-in which he explained that the bomb 
went off like it was supposed to and everything, but if something had happened we could have 
been a hole in the Pacific (laughter). Tinian is just a l O by 4 island and that made you feel real 
good. Then two days later the Great Artiste B-29 bombed Nagasaki. Three days later Japan, of 
course, they surrendered for the war' s end. That kind of gives you, you know, kind ofa feeling in 
there on it. Any questions you have now? 
Cindy: No 
Mr. Effingham: Up to there, you know, and they had seen so much of what the Japanese did. 
-How- you-know, how? ----- --- ------- -·· 
Cindy: Brutal they were? 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, human life was nothing to them. I mean, they'd kill you in a minute. But, 
anyhow, they were-this is terrible, but this is what happened. The Japanese-all the soldiers had 
full mouths of gold teeth, and the Marines would come along and kick 'em out. 
Cindy: And take them? 
Mr. Effingham: And take their gold and take them, like the dental clinic, they could reclaim the 
gold. They had a centrifugal where it spends around, and it takes any impurities out of the gold. 
That's where he got the gold that he let me make some ring out of And, anyhow, that was 
something there- the history behind it. 
Cindy: That's neat. 
Mr. Effingham: And, the islands_ l!cl.d beautiful beaches after they got them cleaned t1p. J;.,it,~ Q!!___ 
Saipan where the Japanese jumped off of cliffs. They had told them that the Americans would 
murder the children and women and all, and then there were a few of the original inhabitants-
they called them Chamaroos- that inhabited the Marianas. Anyhow, the Japanese had scared-
they went down-there was a huge cliff on Saipan, and the women and children and all would 
jump off of those. And the whole strait between Saipan and Tinian was full of bones. And if we 
wanted to go down to the beach on Tinian or Saipan, you'd have to go out there with a bulldozer 
and clean those off It was something about what happened there-that they had them so 
frightened that the Americans, especially the black soldiers, they were scared to death of them. 
But that's what we did- we had nice beaches after we got the cleaned off really-really nice. 
.. 
\ ( 
Cindy: Now you were there, though, in the Pacific the whole time? 
Mr. Effingham: Yes. 
Cindy: Okay-that's what I thought you said. 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah. My brother was in Europe. A lot of friends (undistinguishable) were in 
Europe-in the invasion, some of them in North Africa and all that, which was really bad over 
there, too. · 
Cindy: Yeah. My papa was in France for most of the war. He didn't' come in on D-Day, but he 
came into Normandy later and he fought there. He never would talk about it. He has a Bronze 
Star and a whole bunch of medals, but we have-he's dead now. He died a couple years ago, but 
he never would talk about it. 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, I was sort of in the rear echelon. 
Cindy: Yeah. 
Mr. Effingham: I wasn't feared to jump into it-you know, I wasn't a coward or anything like 
that, but I never 
Cindy: He didn't want to go either-I don't think-he was coal miner so they kept him here at 
first, you know, getting the coal, and then 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, with his work. That's the way I was, working there, you know. But, 
anyhow, it was quite an adventure. I'm glad I went to the Pacific really because of the weather. 
You know, over there it wasn't that bad. 
Cindy: Yeah, not like Europe 
Mr. Effingham: After we once got to the island and all. 
Cindy: Not like the winters? 
Mr. Effingham: Europe was awful-the mud and the snow. Like the Battle of the Bulge-I had 
friends captured there. 
Cindy: Now what did your wife do while you were gone? Did she stay here? 
Mr. Effingham: No, she was in the WACS-my wife. 
Cindy: Oh, really? Where was she at? 
Mr. Effingham: She was down at Fort Knox. 
Cindy: Wow 
Mr. Effingham: with me. She got to come there, and what it was we come info Louisville like 
on a Sunday night if we had off. You know, Saturday and Sunday, and we stayed at the hotel, 
you know. And they always had-they had this big hotel-what was the name of the old hotel in 
Louisville? And they have a service Saturday where they had dances, and we would go to it, you 
know. Then you'd have to go back on Sunday. But, anyhow, she got pregnant, and so she had to 
come home. And my daughter Terri that was here the other day she was a year old-more than a 
year old-the first time I saw her. You know, I came back. So that's how that happened. 
Cindy: Wow. That's an interesting story. 
Mr. Effingham: She loved it-she had a Jeep. She was in the message center there at Fort Knox, 
and she drove this vehicle all around. She really liked it-my wife did. Anyhow, she had to come 
home and have Terri. Then, when I came back, of course I got my job back and we started. We 
savecre nough money to buy a fot forahouse and Hien savea a little more and bmTf us a brick ·-. 
house-not this one, but another one over here. And I had a real good job-they paid good money 
at Owens. We had the three children. Then her mother passed away, and I remarried.-we worked 
down at Ft. Knox. We married 20 some years, and then she passed away. 
Cindy: Now it's just you and Buttons, huh? 
Mr. Effingham: Yea. So, anyhow, I've had a pretty good life and I had this big birthday-I'm 
85-that' s pretty good. 
Cindy: My great-grandmother just turned 100 this past Monday. She's still really in good 
health-she has arthritis. 
Mr. Effingham: That's what I have. 
Cindy: It hurts her to get around. 
Tape Change. 
Cindy: On the islands-I think that's what I'm going to write my article about. So, I guess I was 
just going to ask you. You said a little bit about how they wouldn't let the plane be near the other 
planes-like the plane that had the bomb on it be near the other planes. I was going to ask you did 
they let the pilot-I know you said something about they didn't let them come near you guys. 
Were they not allowed to be around you guys or what? 
Mr. Effingham: No, they kept them isolated. 
Cindy: Completely? 
Mr. Effingham: Actually, it was kind of a guarded area where the Enola Gay was. They did not 
mix with the other B-29 people. And as I said before, each morning- about the same time every 
morning-it was after we had chow around 7:00-say, 8:00 or 9:00 they would take off and then 
come back. That's all we knew at the time. But, later, we found out that they were making 
simulated flights to Tokyo, Kobe, Nagasaki-making a run-everything in preparation for the one 
on Hiroshima. We didn't know what it was. We knew the other B-29's-we were losing a lot of 
B-29's yet to mechanical failures-some of them had land on Iwo Jima. And they had constructed 
an airfield on Iwo Jima, but they found the longest-across Iwo Jima-the longest point from this 
shore to looking over her clear across that a B-29 could land, but they saved a lot of B-29's that 
way. And the Japanese had a lot of anti-aircraft, and they still had some fighter planes because 
they would come back in pretty well shot up. So, anyhow, why a lot of those B-29 people-I 
know we heard it although we weren't connected-I wasn't connected to the air corps; sometimes 
they had better food I go down there and eat. I had a friend down there I knew. But they would 
_fly in fresh-.fiuit-and- fresh -vegetables-from !Iawaii, and we were-eating -what --we--had- on-the - - -~ 
island. We were still eating the old what they called the 10 in 1-a package with 10 different 
things in there to eat-dried stuff, and they were getting so if I get a chance I go down there and 
eat with them. That all went on prior to Hiroshima. The morning they took we knew nothing 
more than they just took off again, and then the people in the States knew what had happened 
before we did really. But we were called down to the commanding general and his command 
post there on the island-we were called down, and they explained to us what had happened-the 
bombing-the atomic bomb-everything went off very good, if you want to say that, and they 
thought that it was huge damage. They made flights after that over and then confirmed it that 
there was a lot of damage done. He also said for a brief period of time after the-you see, they 
flew the bomb over, but they brought the cruiser Indianapolis. They were afraid to carry the two 
in close proximity, you know. They didn't know what-they didn't understand all of it yet so, 
anyhow, they brought it over on the cruiser Indianapolis. And they said that morning they fused 
the bomb-they put the trigger with it and fused it and took off, but had something went wrong 
instead of an island 10 x 6 we would have been a hole in the ground 10 x 6. So that's what 
happened-about two days later after the bomb when they told us what had happened and all. But 
they were expecting an invasion of Japan because they were building new hospitals on Tinian 
and Saipan and Guam-they had re-taken Guam that the Japs had captured at the start of the war, 
and they were ouildinghospitals. I lrnow one time there (I couldn't get thiseitnerf exp-ecting a 
huge amount of casualties if they went into Japan. You know, a lot of people-it was terrible what 
we had done, but had they-had we went in in an invasion it was also a fact that they would have 
died to keep us from winning, and we would have had huge casualties. And that was more or less 
something that we felt that it was necessary to use the atom bomb-because of huge casualties. 
And then the way the Japs had treated our people in the Philippines and Burma and everywhere--
they were so cruel that we shouldn't feel too bad about the life loss there. 
Mr. Effingham: Lay down and rest so you won't cough (talking to dog) 
Cindy: So what did the island look like? I've got to write a paper about, and I was wondering if 
you could tell me a little bit about that. 
Mr. Effingham: You mean, Tinian. 
Cindy: Yes 
Mr. Effingham: Well, I thought it was a very-Tinian was a beautiful island. I mean, it was 
more-they had mountains--it was mountainous on the southern tip, but then they had a big 
bottom like we would call it here on the river. It was level-the Japanese had used to raise sugar 
cane and make alcohol. It was mostly farming. Tinian Town-that was the port city, and it was a 
small port. It had been a nice little city, seemingly. They had a air-gauge railway that they used 
to haul the sugar cane to the mi1l, and all the houses were built out of concrete, and they had a 
basement under them but they just had little slits. They didn't have windows in the basement, but 
that was for there machine guns and all to be able to fight under these-they had to take them out 
of there just one_house_aLa_time-they said.-It-had been a nice-little-town-'Finian-Town.--As-I-said, -
it was 10 miles long and 6 miles wide-mountainous on the southern end, and it was fortified very 
well. Now the port was so small that, like the cruiser Indianapolis-they had to use tenders to get 
into the island. And the natives of the Marianas were the Chamaroos-that was the native 
population-there wasn't many of them left. The Japanese had brought in Koreans as laborers, 
and Koreans hated the Japanese. The Japanese would fight right to the end-some of them 
surrendered, but most of them would kill themselves. They would tie themselves on a coconut 
tree with a belt of something, and they would fight there until somebody shot them out of the 
tree. Once they were captured, they would bow to you and everything, but you couldn't trust 
them. You couldn't trust them at all . 
Sometimes they'd make---they were a lot of Japanese soldiers in the mountain, and they would 
make raids at night-come out on a hit and run raiding and kill all the Americans they could find. 
And, they finally got them contained. Saipan was much larger-it was a large island. It had a large 
capital city-what was the name of it? I can't think of it right now. The capital-- I can't tell right 
now-I' 11 think of it. 
Cindy: Okay 
Mr. Effingham: Anyhow, they-they had a lot of Korean laborers. They had a Japanese prison 
area here and a Korean one over there to contain the prisoners, you know. Well, the Koreans 
were more or less free to go. They even-I think some of the guards would even let them fight the 
Japanese, you know-they'd get into big fights down there. I know I had a friend that was in the 
naval base there, and they would-they didn't mind the Koreans fighting the Japanese. They'd let 
them fight sometimes, but what they did-they would take-they made the Japanese raise their 
own food on there. In these big fields, they'd make them farm, you know. So they would-to start 
with, they would let them take their lunch-a thing of rice, a bag of rice with them, and feed there 
and not have to come back to base. So then they got to checking, and they were leaving-they 
wouldn't eat maybe just part of that rice bag, and signal to these ones that were still in the 
mountains up there, and they would come down at night and get that so t~ey-had to start taking 
them back to their camps every day at noon and then bring them back to work because they was 
feeding the Japanese still out in the mountains. But they let raise-well, they raised a lot of 
melons and pumpkins, and they raised-they had-what was the other thing? But they did a lot of 
farming-it was good farm land there on the island. And, we were not allowed to eat anything out 
of those fields because they used human waste on the farm, you know. They used that instead of 
animal waste. Each family had what they called a honey bucket, and they used that bucket and 
would take it out and dump in their pumpkin hills and things. They cautioned us no Americans 
would eat anything that they raised-it was dangerous. And, let see-what else? 
Ifs terrible, isn't it? (Dog was coughing) I had to the vet yesterday and he gave her a shot, but 
sometimes if she'll lay real quiet she stop that. Okay, now, what else? Questions? 
Cindy: Let me think. I was going to ask you what kind o[stutLy:ouJearned-at-training-because I-
--know youfolo me tfiey trained you at first to go for winter, and then they told you guys you were 
going to the Pacific so I was just going to ask what you guys did when you went to training. 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, down at Fort Knox, Kentucky-it was a big army center. We trained-we 
trained in the winter down at Fort Knox. We had to go through what they called the infiltration 
course-that's going under barbed wire, crawling through that Kentucky mud. And we were 
issued heavy clothing-heavy, and our advance party-that's the party that goes out to prepare you 
for overseas-went out to Fort-what was that fort there for debarkation-Fort Bragg to go ahead 
and prepare us to board these troop ships to go on to England and situate us there where we were 
supposed to be, and we would follow. So we kept waiting-this was like in the winter-like 
February or something like that. And we kept waiting, and we'd train. I'd slip off and come 
home-come up Route 60 home and stay a day or two and go back. But we were just waiting 
more or less. But they'd put us through training-they never let us get idle too much, and so one 
day we were all assembled, and our command post said that we were to turn in all of our winter 
clothing, and they re-issued khaki clothing, light clothing, mosquito netting, so we knew then 
that we wasn't going to Europe. 
Cindy: Did_~ou use that mosquito netting? 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah 
Cindy: Were there a lot of bugs? Did you need the mosquito netting? 
Mr. Effingham: Oh, yeah. They had Anopheles mosquitoes-the malaria-carrying mosquitoes, 
and you had to be very careful over on the islands. A lot of the people got malaria there. So there 
were other types of mosquitoes, but we did have the Anopheles mosquito. But you could tell one 
I 
of them because they always came at 45 degree angle. So you put that around your bed. When 
we got over there, we were in what they called a Marine-type tent-that was six men to a tent. 
Also, the day finally came that we boarded the troop train at Fort Knox, and I had to have my 
coffee every morning. Anyhow, they had what they called the mess car on the train- it was the 
last one back. And, you know, the farther towards the engine you were, the farther you had to go 
down to the canteen and all to get your breakfast. It was almost the-well, it was the last car on 
the train. And, I never did like sugar in it, and the first, the first time they poured into my 
canteen-I took it all. I couldn't hardly wait, and it was sweet-terrible, you know. And I had to 
drink that. And we slept-we was on these what they called troop carriers, and the beds-we'd let 
them down of a day, and at night you'd fold them and they'd make a bed. Two high-two in a 
row. That's the way you slept.. And we, oh we'd (I couldn't understand this). Finally, finally, we 
found out that we were in Montana, and we went through the mountains into Washington State. 
And then we went to Fort Walton, Washington-that' s out of Seattle, Washington. And we 
trained there on rope ladders-on getting on and off a ship if one were sinking or something. We 
climbed down these rope ladders, you know, to get off the ship. So we was there for about two or 
three weeks-at Fort Walton-beautiful, beautiful country on Puget Sound-big pine forests and 
everything. The Sound itself is a beautiful place. We loaded on a APA-a naval attack ship, but 
_ _ ___ there-were-using- it as-a-troep carrier. -And that1.s-the-first-time-that-J- eveT lracJ- to eat beans for -
breakfast because it was a naval ship, and they ate beans and that's all we had. It was real 
packed-they were using it, we had a lot of troops on there, and we set sail and some of the 
people became seasick immediately. And, you were down in this ship, and some of them were 
having problems, you know, with seasickness. Anyhow, about six of us got this thing up-on the 
ship on the top they had LCI-that's Landing Craft- what's that I stand for? (Laughter) Let me 
see-Infantry. Landing Craft Infantry-that's what it was. And they had big tarps-- -you know. 
And we was up there one day-five or six of us- we were working around, you know. That looked 
like an awful good place to get under, and we didn 't have to go down in that hole. We were sick, 
and we would hide out at night and lay under these LCr s. And one night we was having a rain 
storm, and we had to hold for dear life because our ship was zig-zagging, you know. And so we 
had to watch because when we would zag or zig that would change the water that was raining 
hard on deck, and you had to really sit there and hold or it could have washed you over. There 
were ropes and things there, too, and we found out about that real quick. 
We had no idea where we were going or anything. After so many days out, we found we were in 
the Marshall Islands, which were Kwajalein and Enewtak. And we went into this-on Kwajalein 
Island-we went into this huge-they called it an anchor~g~\ but l:! ~rb9r. Ih~re qiust have been 
100 sliips-iCwa's" anuge place. What was funny-and people really didn't believe, but they had an 
ice cream ship there, and they made ice cream-that's all they did. And went to these troop ships 
in this harbor, you know, and delivered ice cream- really. But that's true. So we had ice cream 
there at Q and R in the Marshall Islands. And we didn't go ashore, but we stayed there for a few 
days, and then we set sail-we didn't know where to. That's when we-finally-got out to the 
Mariana Islands, which was Tinian and Saipan and all of them. We went to Tinian. That's where 
we were in our Marine tents. The Marines had left and went to Iwo Jima and on up. We stayed 
in this camp for so long and then finally we moved in a Seebee camp. The Seabees-they had 
everything. They brought-- the ship they came over on-it had everything on there-self-
contained. They had their bakery; they had big lockers of food-frozen lockers; they had built the 
airfields for the B-29's-the Seabees did. Well, when finished on Tinian, they left and just left 
everything there, and we moved into their camp. We were real lucky-I mean, we had our bakery 
and everything right there-to bake our bread and made the ice cream. The food lockers still had a 
lot of food in them because we'd been eating K-rations in Tinian. And then one time they got a 
nice shipload-freezer ship from Australia-that brought the sheep-the meat, what do they call 
that? I got it, but I can't think of it right now. They eat-Australians eat a lot of it. It's not too 
good. I never did care of it. What is it? Oh-let's see. Mutton-that's it, mutton. It's hard to eat. 
We had some-in our outfit we had some Japanese that were American-born in our outfit. They 
had went around the island and found some peppers-hot peppers-little green peppers. And you 
can make a juice out of that and put that on the mutton, and it made it very edible. But you had to 
put that on-it was very hot-that's the way we ate the mutton. Another time we got eggs in from 
Australia-I think they had been there two years on the island, and I know ... ah, oh, yeah, they 
started to make scrambled eggs out of them. And they would just crack the eggs into this big pan, 
you know like a skillet-big thing, whatever it was. Anyhow, it didn't make any difference if a 
shell or a piece of a shell when in it or wh~t they w_ent into t!le~~rambJe_d eggs_and_we wer:e-glad 
- to -genlren1:--so we-hacf that. Another time a ship came in, and I had to take my men down to 
unload at night, and it was hams (phone rang here). It was hams for the officers. Well, 
everybody, well, we had kind of a work uniform, which was a jacket-like. Well, these enlisted 
men had to unload that ship and hams, but we weren't given any. So, that night when we got 
through working, you could see that almost everyone had their jacket off and carrying 
something. That night, around the camp, you could smell that ham frying (laughter) all around. 
Another time they had to get a work force to unload the officers' whiskey, and they lost some of 
that, of course, too. Things happened like that. One day, went down to the port to work on 
something and looked over-I'll tell you, it was after we had-they call hurricanes, and they call 
them typhoons. A typhoon came up, and it hit us pretty much on the islands there, and we had-
we worked all night to reinforce our tents, so they wouldn't blow down and things like that. And, 
our tent didn' t go down, but a lot of them did. But it had hit-and they were already on-let's see-
they took out Iwo Jima, and then they took over next to-Iwo Jima, yeah, I just can't remember. 
Anyhow, that island-what was the name of the big island we took last? I'll think of it. But, 
anyhow, we had to go down and help-it hit this island-I can't think of the name of it. It hit it 
very hard-it destroyed most of its food and everything there, up there. So they sent ships down to 
Tinian-we still had everything down at the shore, back where the tide wouldn't' get it- they 
hadn't \milt w_ar:.e.houses or anything. So we had -to-take-corned beef hash and all that stuff up 
there. Well, they brought-they had a bunch of the natives of this island-I'll find out after while-
down to load their little ships, you know. They destroyed their food up on this island. And, I kept 
looking over at those ships so I asked one of the officers at the-that were over the loading of the 
ships with food stuffs and all, and they were very dirty-looking, you not what I mean. Well, 
come to find out, they did not toilets on the ships-went right over the sides. So they sent that up 
there to--can't think of it. (Looking at a map). There's Taiwan-I thought that would be right on 
there. 
Here's the Marianas. I can't find it. There's the whole string on Mariana Islands there, see? Right 
here. We were talking about Saipan and Tinian right here. These are all small, and Guam here is 
a big one. 
(mumbling) 
Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Okinawa-I found it. That was a very bloody battle at Okinawa. Now, got 
another question? 
Cindy: I do, actually. I was going to ask you if you could talk a little bit about what it was like to 
come back home after the war was over. 
Mr. Effingham: Well, just kinda bouncing around here. Of course, I was-I'd graduated from 
high school, I went to a couple jobs, and then was employed Owens-Illinois Glass Company, and 
we were-I got a couple of deferments because we were doing what they called war work. A lot 
of the manufacturers would take their whole plant and put it on war work or part of it. And they 
put part of ours-I was a machinist. So they put what they called weir. :work into our_plant, and-I------- -
-- -- was-working-on it~- making wfiat they calledrouglung out gear cogs-we didn't finish them, but 
we roughed them out and got them ready to finish real quick. So I got a deferment there a couple 
times working on the so-called war work. And, then I finally had to go in, and I left-let's see. 
Oh, okay-then my wife went in the WACs, and we were stationed-now this is back when I still 
at Fort Knox-she got to come to Fort Knox, and we'd go into Louisville on a week-end and stay 
at one of the hotels or something and some of the nightlife, you know, in Louisville. But on one 
of these excursions she became pregnant. And she had to come home. Then that's when I left for 
the West Coast to go overseas. And, then she came home and rented a house and had the baby, 
and I didn't see Terri until she was almost a year old. So then I returned to my job and went back 
to just a normal life after the war. Had no problems-wasn't wounded, wasn't' sick, wasn't' 
neurotic or something like that. And, let's see--we had the baby. She never-my wife didn't-she 
was a homemaker. And I joined the American Legion and went to some of their events. And, 
then of course we had our second daughter, and then we bought a house. (Tape cuts out.) 
In the meantime, I work overtime and everything, and we saved up and built us a nice little brick 
home. Ask another question. 
~ C_indy: !_~aJ_going to ask you--did you think-about-using the Gl Bill to go to school or was that 
not an option for you? 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, I did. I consider that because a lot of friends were going to Marshall. 
Well, I was making good money, working overtime-had a lot of good money coming in. I had a 
good job-good paying job. So I decided "No"-I'll continue on working which I did, but I came 
out about as good. I mean, I could have been a professional person, probably, but I chose the 
other route, you know. And, I worked 43 years for Owens-very-it was a very-I never really feel 
like it was work, really. I was just something I could-I like to do it, mechanist' work. I had it 
very good-after the war time, you know, after I came out. And, then I had a little boy-baby. Two 
girls and a boy-they turned out beautiful. So that was good, too. I've always liked to garden and 
flowers and all that stuff. 
I left Tinian and went to Saipan, and I was there awhile after the war. And then it was time for us 
return home, and we came back on a Henry J. Kaiser ship. That was the one he built in 
California-the Kaiser ships-Victory ships they called them. And, I had processed up to a ??? 
sergeant so when I boarded the troop ship coming home and went in on carrying my big pack on 
my back, and there were arrows pointing-I think it was bottom of the ship. I got down there, and 
I think I was the only white man down in there. Anyhow, I thought, weli we" make it. I never 
was a defeatist. So I was sitting there on the-on this cruise ship they were three high. I thought, 
well, I'll make it here, you know. About that time, it came over the loudspeaker for Sergeant 
EFfingham to report to the hospital. I thought, my gosh, I'm not sick or anything. So I reported 
to the officer in charge, and he said what I want you to do-you 're to have this cabin up here, and 
you're to be over the hospital supplies. They had special people on there, you know-injured and 
sick coming back. And, so I had a real enjoyable time on the ship coming back because I had my 
own cabin and I ate the mess there-the hospital had the best food. I had to see that they had __ _ 
- - --everythingready forfhe next aay. I'd go get some of my buddies to eat with me-they were still 
not eating too good. So that was very enjoyable coming back. 
Cindy: Yeah, that would be nice. 
Mr. Effingham: Yeah, it was. Cabin-quite a distinction having your own cabin. So, anyhow, it 
was very good all the way through. It was an enlightening feeling. I felt like this is it, I'll make 
the best of it. I always have been that way-make the best of it. 
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